[bookmark: OLE_LINK403][bookmark: OLE_LINK404]Midterm Essay: Constructing a Rogerian Argument

Topic:  For this essay, you will develop a Rogerian style:
 (See Everything Is an Argument) argument that considers the following question: 
(Basic breakdown of Rogerian argument style: There are four parts that make up a Rogerian Argument. These are the introduction, contexts, writer’s position, and benefits to opponent. The introduction is simply the writer or speaker describing the issue well enough to show the audience that they fully understand the issue. The contexts is when the writer or speaker describes the contexts in which to the positions may be valid or legitimate. The writer’s position is when the writer states his or her opinion on the issue and why it is a valid opinion. Then, the writer or speaker explains to opponents how they would benefit from accepting the writer’s position.
         The main point to Rogerian arguments is a willingness to describe the opposing positions fairly. An argument can escalate and get heated very quickly if the writer or speaker has not thought out the opposing side’s view. By doing so it helps build a bridge between the writer or speaker and the audience.)

Do current technological mediums (the internet, computers, smart phones) have a mostly positive or mostly negative impact on how American society thinks and interacts?
· Introduction: The writer describes an issue, a problem, or a conflict in terms rich enough to show that he/she fully understands and respects any alternative position or positions. This should a relatively lengthy introduction.
· Contexts: The writer describes the contexts in which alternative positions may be valid. (1 body paragraph)
· Writer’s position: The writer states his/her position on the issue and presents the circumstances in which that opinion would be valid. (2-3 body paragraphs)
· Benefits to opponent (Conclusion): The writer explains to opponents how they would benefit from adopting his/her position.
· Remember to cite from Carr and at least one other credible source that you have found.
 
Process and guidelines:
· Read carefully.

· Think about the topic and create a working thesis. Your thesis statement should be the last sentence of the introduction

· Plan your body paragraphs by making an outline and deciding which examples/explanation you will use in each paragraph to support your topic sentences. Be sure to take examples from throughout the reading. 

· Be sure each body paragraph has a clear topic sentence. USE PEAR (See module on paragraph structure). Develop each paragraph fully with a topic sentence, three pieces of evidence and two sentences of analysis for each piece of evidence. In other words, each body paragraph will be about ten sentences.

· Plan your introduction and conclusion. Remember that beginnings and endings are very important.

· DO NOT SUMMARIZE the text. Analyze instead.

· Use MLA format).


· You should cite from The Shallows and at least one other credible source. One source should support your side and the other should offer details on that support your opponents’ argument.

· Explain your ideas clearly; write well developed paragraphs; organize your ideas logically. Be sure to cover the requirements of the assignment.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reread your essay and edit carefully to make sure that you have used conventional mechanics spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

· Give your paper a creative title.

The shallows  (Carr)  ⬇️
https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=1KayoVl3OTMC&hl=en_US&pg=GBS.PP1


